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The attribution of research misconduct behaviors:
viewpoints from national major S & T projects investigators
Bai Xinwen'" Zhang Qi" Du Peng’ Yan Jinglu'* Liu Zhengkui'"*
(1. Institute of Psychology . Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101 ;
2. Key Laboratory of Mental Health Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101;
3. Key Laboratory of Behavioral Science . Institute of Psychology . Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101;
4. Teachers’ College of Beijing Union University , Beijing 100101;
5. Institutes of Science and Development s Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100102;
6. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101)
Abstract The current study used the scenario-based survey technique to explore how investigators of the

national major S & T projects interpret the motives of research misconduct behaviors. Results indicate that
there are four types of attribution—internal, external, interaction, and event-specific attributions, respec-
tively. Moreover, investigators holding different types of attribution express negative attitudes toward re-
search misconduct, they do differ in their judgment about the likelihood that the person commits the same
misconduct behavior later. The findings are discussed in terms of the contribution to fully understand the
underlining motives of research misconduct, and the practical implications for preventing research misconduct.

Key words national major S&T projects; research misconduct behavior; attribution; scenario-based

survey technique
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